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whose work is general, and who can have no 
idea what the nature of his next case will be, 
or what region of the body it may lie in. 

There are nearly 600 pages of the second 
volume devoted to surgery of the abdomen, 
and this in itself would make an excellent 
treatise on that subject. I take a single in¬ 
stance to illustrate the method of handling 
subjects, viz: “Abdominal Section in Peri¬ 
tonitis.” There are three sub-divisions— 
Septic Peritonitis, Tubercular Peritonitis and 
Puemnococcic Peritonitis. Under sub-divi¬ 
sion one, is discussed the cause briefly, and 
this is wise, for no treatment should ever lose 
sight of the source of the lesion; second, the 
extent and progress; finally, operation, drain¬ 
age, after-treatment and these last three are 
covered with sufficient detail to be an accurate 
guide. 

In a word, “The Operations of Surgery*’ 
accomplishes the purpose of its authors ad- 

mirably. It covers too wide a scope to give 

minute details, and theories as a special work 
does, but its conciseness, accuracy and com¬ 
prehensiveness render it invaluable. 

(W. A. B.) 

Biers Hypcrdcrmic Treatment in Surgery, 
Medicine and All the Specialties. A Man¬ 
ual of Its Practical Application. By Willy 
Meyer, M.D.. Professor of Surgery at the 
New York Post-Graduate Medical School, 
and Hospital; and Professor Dr. Victor 
Schneider, Assistant to Professor Bier at 
Berlin University, Germany. Octavo of 
209 pages, illustrated. Cloth, $3, net. W. 
B. Saunders Co., Philadelphia and London. 
1908. 

Bier’s hyperemic treatment is of such great 
importance and practical value that there can 
be no doubt that his teachings will be general¬ 
ly introduced in the United States in a short 
while. The results obtained by the introducer 
and his followers have been so remarkable 
from the outset that the plan has been greet¬ 
ed with increasing interest and the value of 


the treatment has become an important addi¬ 
tion to our therapeutic resources. We can¬ 
not present the scope of this work better than 
to quote from the introductory chaper: “The 
physician who intends to make use of artifi¬ 
cial hyperemia must first have a clear idea as 
to what he wishes to accomplish with it. To 
employ artificial hyperemia means to in¬ 
crease the quantity of blood in a given dis¬ 
eased part of the body, hoping thereby to ob¬ 
tain beneficial results. The task of the blood is 
to circulate through all the different tissues 
of the body, with few exceptions, and to main¬ 
tain thereby the various physiological func¬ 
tions. But the blood current accomplishes 
this not only under normal conditions, but 
tries to adapt itself also to abnormal states. As 
soon as the body is invaded by disease or dis¬ 
turbing external influences, requiring an in¬ 
crease or decrease of the blood current, the 

circulatory conditions become changed. Ev¬ 
eryone who gives this matter some reflection 
must come to recognize that the body in such 
instances in properly regulating the blood cur¬ 
rent, does a definite, delicate work, thereby 
often preventing, or even curing serious dis¬ 
ease. Physicians must learn to recognize in 
the circulatory blood one of the most powerful 
factors in the human and animal system in 
bringing about the so-called ‘spontaneous 
cures.’ To explain, a burn may be cited as 
an example. A hot iron is brought close to 
the surface of the body. Immediately the skin 
turns red. We call this the first degree of a 
burn. This reddening of the skin repre¬ 
sents, according to Bier, the body’s attempt 
at protecting the injured part, the accelerated 
blood current cooling off the heated part and, 
at the same time, furnishing increased nutri¬ 
tion in the hour of danger. With the cause 
persisting, the redness more and more marked, 
while the sensitive nerves, through the pro¬ 
duction of pain, bring the imminent danger 
to the attention of the brain. Soon the cool¬ 
ing blood current proves insufficient. A 
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large accumulation of scrum, a blister, devel¬ 
oping between the layers of the skin, is fur¬ 
nished by the blood as a further protection 
against the injurious effect of the heat. To 
accomplish this, the body has to give up the 
external layer of the epidermis. We call this 
appearance of a blister the second stage of 
a burn. With the appearance of the eschar, 
the body throws up the gauntlet, being no 
longer able to successful!}* employ the cura¬ 
tive reactive inflammation. Necrosis sets in. 
This is the third stage of a burn. 

Analogous work is done by the blood cur¬ 
rent in infectious processes—although with 
reduced rapidity in the conspicuousness of the 
various phases—when bacterial toxines take 
the place of the red-hot iron, as shown, for 
instance, in the inflammatory redness and the 
edema of a fumucle, a phlegmon, an insect 
bite, etc. We have the same elemental fight of 
the system against an invading foe. Tiie 

spontaneous disappearance of our inflamma¬ 
tion means no less and no more than the vic¬ 
torious fight of the increased blood current 
against bacteria. To increase this beneficent 
inflammatory hyperemia resulting from the 
light of the living body against invasion, is 
the aim of Biers hypercmic treatment ” 

The author claims the following advantages 
over other methods of treatment: 

1. Suppression of the infection. 

2. Avoidance of suppuration in many cases. 

3. The possibility of using small instead of 
large incisions in cases in which suppuration 
has already set in. 

4. Hastening the course of the pathologic 
process. 

5. Favoring absorption. 

6. Diminution of pain. 

7. Its wide field of usefulness. 

The work is profusely illustrated and we 
are satisfied all up-to-date physicians cannot 
fail to have a copy in their libraries. (D. E.) 


Text-book of Otology for Physicians and 
Students. In thirty-two lectures. By Fr. 
Bezold, M.D., Professor of Otology at the 
University of Munich, and Fr. Sieben- 
mann, M.D., Professor of Otology at the 
University of Basle. Translated by J. Hol- 
linger, M.D., of Chicago. Pp. 315. Cloth, 
$3.50. E. Ii. Colgrove Co., Chicago. 1908. 

Dr. Hollingcr has put the English speaking 
profession under obligation by placing at their 
disposal a translation of Professor Bezold's 
great work on Otology. The work consists 
of the lectures on Otology delivered by Prof. 
Bezold before his classes, and sums up the 
results of twenty-five years of teaching and 
investigation. 

Prof. Bezold pays a lofty tribute to von 
Troltsch as the pioneer in the domain of 
Otology and purposes to follow the trend of 

thought as laid down in von Trijltscll’s text¬ 
book first published in 1862. 

The book is written for general practitioners 
and students and only those operations are de¬ 
scribed which the general practitioner is called 
upon to perform. The physiology and topog¬ 
raphy of the ear are gone into minutely and 
the complications resulting from ear diseases 
arc carefully described, so that the general 
practitioner may recognize the danger signals 
as they arise. 

The great value of the work to the profes¬ 
sion consists in the light thrown upon the 
diagnosis of the invisible diseases of the ears. 

The years of patient investigation which 
Prof. Bezold has devoted to the diagnosis of 
disease as evidenced by functional change is 
beautifully supplemented by the great work 
of Prof. Siebenmann on the pathology of 
Otosclerosis and rarefaction of the labyrinth. 
This feature alone is sufficient excuse for 
rendering the work into English. 

(M. M. C.) 



